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Leave the Speed Limit Be

enacted in 1973 as a way of saving fuel in

response to the Arab oil embargo. It took
full effect in the spring of 1974. That year,
highway traffic deaths declined by 9,109, or about
one-sixth, from the year before. Part of the
decline was due to less traffic; the oil shortage
kept people off the roads. But the lower speed
limit is thought to have saved between 3,000 and
5,000 of those lives. While speeds have crept up
since, it is still thought to save between 2,000 and
4,000 a year, plus 2,500 to 4,500 serious injuries.
It is hard to remember another federal regulation
that has had a clearer effect.

Still there is opposition. This is particularly strong
in the West, where distances are greater, traffic is
lighter and the federal government is unloved. Now
there is a highway bill in the offing, and this is an
election year. In the Senate especially, where the
less populated states are stronger, westerners are
pressing to amend the speed limit, which is a
condition for receipt of federal highway funds. A
leading proposal would let states raise the maximum
on rural roads to 65 mph. Two western Republican
senators who went to see President Reagan last
weekend—Steve Symms of Idaho, who is chairman
of the Senate transportion subcommittee and up for
reelection, and Chic Hecht of Nevada—say he, too,

T HE 55-MPH NATIONAL speed limit was
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EPUBLICAN STRATEGISTS, who like to
complain that the intricacies of election and
dlstrlctmg laws help their opponents, are
quietly hoping that a couple of unusual election
laws may enable them to spring a September
surprise or two—and win two offices to which a
Republican has never been elected. The first
race, on Sept. 20, is a special election in Hawaii’s
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favors relaxing present law. There is no surprise in
that. The president is a committed deregulator, and
repeal of the 55-mph limit was part of the 1980
Republican platform. Even so, the oblique announce-
ment of his position may help the amenders’ cause.

Those in favor of amendment say that there is a
different cost-benefit ratio to a low speed limit in
the emptier states (fewer deaths and injuries
averted, more time lost) and warn that there is
already less enforcement, partly because the rule
is unpopular but also because there are better
ways to use state troopers. They argue that the
government can’t make people drive slower on
expansive highways any more than it could en-
force Prohibition, and that in the interests of
respect for law and states’ rights, it shouldn’t try.

But this is a terrible distortion, Doing one thing
you lose time on the road, doing the other you lose a
life. Maybe the minutes work out the same; the
values don’t. It’s true that people violate the 55-mph
limit, and up to a point the police look the other way;
average highway speed is now said to be around 62
mph. But lift the limit 10 miles an hour and the
average will go up too, as will the divergence of
speeds on the highway at any given time, itself a
major cause of accidents. Here is a simple law that
works. The cost is mainly inconvenience. It should
not be sacrificed to politics.

Surprise?

Henson Moore, Mr. Long announced his retirement
last year, leaving Mr. Moore, as a member of the
Ways and Means Committee poised to consider tax
reform, in a position if not to print campaign money
at least to raise a lot of it; this June 30 he had
$1,123,000 in cash on hand, compared with
$283,000 for the leading Democrat, Rep. John
Breaux. With three other Democrats in the race, Mr.
Breaux cannot win 50 percent; Mr. Moore, who has
been getting in the 40s in polls, can. If he wins, he'll
be the first Republican senator from Louisiana, and
the Republicans will enter November's contest for
control of the Senate with a net gain of one.

With one or both of these September surprises,
chamcafa will be tempted to claim, as they did in
1985, that there's a political realignment in their
favor. That would be.siretching it, and not only
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The Case for Random Drug Tésting

The Post’s-editorial hostility to ran-
dom drug testing at work [Aug. 8]
appears to be based on the arguments
that such tests fail an unspecified
legal test and that they “will in the
lortg run sap the ae(;lety mere than
drugs. The Post is wrong on both
counts.

if The Post opposes random tests
gu;;tlwut “probable cause”), does it

o oppose random TRS
income tax returns, random stops on
highways to detect alcohol-impaired
drivers and random searches of air
travelers for guns and bombs? Is The
Post’s assumption that drugs at work
are less serious than cheating on in-
come taxes, driving drunk and hijack-
ing airplanes?

When a law-abiding, drugfree
employee takes a test for drugs, as
President Reagan did, the employee
is contributing to the integrity of the

enterprise it the same way the honest
taxpayer, the sober driver or the
ordinary traveler contributes to the
integrity of these other vital enter-
prises when he is tested without prob-
able cause.

Random tests would deter drug use
and thereby reduce the $50 billion to
$100 hillion now lost to drug use in -
America. Even more important, these
tests would identify drug users and
encourage them to owercome their
drug problems.

As a physician who works divectly
with drug users and their families, 1
know the humanitarian, often lifesqy-
ing value of someone’s saying no to
drugs at work, in the family, on the
highway and at school. We cannot say
no without routine testing.

ROBERT L. DUPONT
Chevy Chase

A Few Tips for Metro

So much for Metro, Last Thursday
my wife tried to go to Rosslyn from
western Fairfax County by Metro in-
stead of by driving. Since there is only
rush-liour bus service in our part of
the county, she drove to the Vienna
Metro station. When she arrived at
approximately 11 a.m,, all the all-day
parking spots were filied, and there
were no short-term spaces for par-
tial-day parking. She ended wup
pgrkmg in an iltegal spot and was
given a $10 ticket,

Next time she’ll ‘just drive into
Rosstyn; I'm sure she’ll be able to find
a parking space for less than the cost
of a ticket.

My recommendations? First, build
mifltilevel parking facilitiex at the
Metro stations, and second, include
short-term parking (possibly as with a
five-hour Yimit) at a shightly higher
hourly rate than all-day parking,

JEFFREY M. PARNES
Herndon

Leiters should be signed and must
inclitde the writer's home address
and home and business telephone
numbers. Because of space limita-
tions, those published are subject to
abridgment. Although we are un-
able to: racknowiedge those letiers we
cansot publish, we appreciate the
interest and value the views of
those who take the time to sand sus
their cormenis. Letters intended
Jor piblication should be od-
dressed to Lotters to the Editor,

The management of Washington's
Metro subway system could substan-
tially improve efficiency and the tem-
pers of many riders by adopting a
gimple device used in the London
subway, Like our Metro, the London
systera has many long escalators, but
most of them prominently display
signs reading: “Please Stand to the
Right” or “Please Keep Left Side
Clear for Walking Up.”

Thus the left side of London escala-
tors normally are used by the numer-
aus passengers who ciimb to speed
their journey or merely to take exer-
cise, A Metro escalator frequeritly is
blocked by one person standing it the
left lane, while the frustrated people
behind the stander are too polite to
push past or to ask that person to
move aside,

Lat’s urge Metro to place signs on
our escalators asking people to please
stand to the right.

LANCE D. WOOD
Alexandria

‘Why the disinformation campaign
at Metro? My workday starts and
ends on a false note; “This is Tenley-
town, first stop in the District of
Colurmbia.” Since the District-Mary-
land border runs slightly to the north
of Western Avenue, the Friendship
Heights station is wholly within the
District of Columbia (exciuding one ot
two steps of the northern exits). Can
we stop spreadmg revisionist geogra-
i 0 the tourists, Metmxa:! ditvers?

WILLIAM B. HOFEMAN
Washington

' ﬂurgot the provisions of K

- APPalClllly REE LTSS oCltmey
[lctters, Aug. 178 response to-the
letter by David . [Aug. 4],

immigra-
tion amendment that allogi%or rep%;n‘
ishment workers and that waive cer-
tain grounds for exclusion of
permanent resident status that are
contained in present law.

The Schumer/Berman/Panetta
amendment contains a new section
for determining how many additional
warkers will be needed by agriculture
after 1990, after the original program
has been implemented and the people
Rep. Schumer . référs to have their
green cards, There are the usual

studies and reports, but the hotioen» )

line is how many additional workers
wifl agriculture need to maintain its
supply.of labor?

To quote directly, “The Attorney

Secretary of State, provide such pro-
cess as may. be appropriate for aliens
to petition for immigrant visas or to
adjust status to become aliens lawfully
admitted for permanent residence un-
der this subsection. Such process
shall provide special consideration for
aliens who have been continuously
residing in the United States siiice
May 1, 1986 :

The people who ongmally apply for
this program must fit Rep. Schumer’s
criteria of working 60 days in agricul-
ture, but the next round of Schumer
workers don’t. The only thing that
has been decided is that people who
have been here since May 1, 1988,
have preference.

Perhaps Mr. Carliner wasn’t flat
wrong after all. The live-in donvestics
unlicensed foreign medical sclmoi
graduates, etc., can go to Fresno to
pick artxclmkm and avocados, get a
sore back and a green card,

F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER JR.

LS. Representative (R-Wis.)
Washington

The Washington Post

EUGENE MEYER, 1875-1959
PHILIP L. GRAHAM, 1015-1963

DONALD E. GRAHAM
Publisher
BENJAMIN C. BRADLEE MEG GREENFIELD
Executive Editor Editorlal Page Editor
LEONARDDOWNIEJR, STEPHEN 5. ROSENFELD
Managing Editor Deputy Edt'l Page Editor
RICHARD HARWOOD PETER H.SILBERMAN

Deputy Managing Edltors

THOMAS H, FERGUSON

President and General Manager
VICE PRESIDENTS
NICHOLABCANNISTRAROJR. Adrartis n1
BOTSFRUILLET JONES JR. Couns|
JOHN B. KUHNS Petaonnel
ELIZABETH AT. J. LOKER Advanced Bysteing
C. T
FRANK MANZON Cteeulatien ¢
T 0. MIGHT * Progucilon t
E.REED Communications
DONALDB. RICE Operaijons
3 ¥unance and mmunc
LAWRENCE A WALLACE BBlations

Published by The Washington Post Company

KATHARINE GRAHAM
Chairman of the Board

RICHARD D. SIMMONS
President

1150 15th St. NW-Washingten, D.C. 20071 « (202) 334-6000

ﬂemalmcmﬁlﬁtmﬂthe -

y
Frie
100

Dht
10C

Chi
Tier
100

WA

GEO!
327
(Ao
FiRs
Siree



