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See Chantilly Library,  Page 11

By Bonnie Hobbs

Centre View

J
ust as the writing of a book begins with an
idea, so did the renovations of the Chantilly
Regional Library. It started around 2004, when

then Branch Manager Bonnie Worcester and her staff
first discussed how to improve customer service
there.

They initially focused on updating and renovating
the circulation desk — where customers checked out
and returned books and other materials. They con-
sidered moving it in front of the book drop.

The discussion intensified in 2008 when the library
began a new chapter with Daria Parnes as its branch
manager. Then Fairfax County staff became involved
in deciding where the desk should go.

“Rosalyn Sevilla, a county space-planner, worked
with us to design the desk and its location,” said
Parnes. “The change was necessary because, with
reduced library staffing and hours, the desk needed
to be in a better place to increase efficiency. Moving
it near the outside book drop saves time and effort
for staff and customers; it also facilitates work flow
and quicker processing of returned books.”

However, that switch was the catalyst for others,
and the discussion expanded to other improvements
to the building’s functions. These included moving
the children’s area to the periodical room, relocat-
ing the magazines to the front of the building and
shifting the information desk to the middle of the
library for more customer visibility.

Parnes shared the staff’s suggestions with the board
of the Friends of the Chantilly Regional Library and
requested financial support for the project. The
Friends are the nonprofit, volunteer group that sup-
ports the library by volunteering its time and selling
donated books to raise money for the library’s needs.

The Friends approved the funds for the renova-
tion — ultimately costing $163,000 — including new
carpeting for the public area. Then Sam Clay, direc-
tor of the county Library System, gave his blessing
to the project.

❖ Phase one (done in November 2010) included
moving the children’s room to the magazine area,
shifting the magazines to the front and relocating
the “Holds Pick up” shelving to the front of the li

Pam Rearden (left), children’s information assistant, and librarian Jaye Lahlou at the
centrally relocated information desk.
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Chantilly Library: The Renewal Project
“A wonderful place for
our community.”

Franklin Farm’s Lorraine Colavito reads “A
Ball for Daisy” to her granddaughter, Anna
Showalter, 2 and a half, of Sully Station II
in Centreville, in the library’s new
children’s area.

Free Carseat Inspections
Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will

perform free, child safety carseat inspections Thursday, March 8,
and March 22, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900 Stonecroft
Blvd. in Chantilly.

No appointment is necessary. But residents should install the
child safety seats themselves so technicians may properly inspect
and adjust them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles
arriving on each date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may
have enough time to properly instruct the caregiver on the cor-
rect use of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext. 5140, to con-
firm dates and times. More than 1,000 people had carseats
checked and adjusted there in 2011.

Smoke Alarms, Escape Plans
This Saturday, March 10, from 9 a.m. to noon, firefighters will

canvass  homes in selected neighborhoods throughout Fairfax
County, checking for working smoke alarms.

They’ll also provide family escape plans in case of a fire. It’s
part of the nationwide “Install. Inspect. Protect” campaign that
emphasizes that smoke alarms save lives. According to authori-
ties, more than 3,000 people in the U.S. die in home fires each
year; most of these fatalities occur in homes without a working
smoke alarm.

Spring Forward One Hour
Daylight Saving Time starts this Sunday, March 11, at 2 a.m.

So before going to bed, Saturday night, be sure to turn those
clocks, recording devices and watches ahead one hour.

Athletic Field Lights at E.C
Lawrence Park

The Fairfax County Park Authority will hold an informational
meeting about the upcoming installation of athletic-field light-
ing on rectangular field number 3 at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park.
It’s slated for Monday, March 12, at 7 p.m., in the Sully District
Governmental Center, 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. There’ll
be a presentation, plus an opportunity for residents to speak with
staff and ask question.

Park Authority to Meet
The Fairfax County Park Authority will meet Wednesday, March

14, at 7:30 p.m., in the Herrity Building, 12055 Government
Center Parkway, Suite 900 in Fairfax. Call Judy Pedersen at 703-
324-8662.

Race and Help Save Lives
On Saturday, March 24, at the Fairfax Corner Shopping Center,

Rogue Racers and Rev3 Adventures will hold the Rev3 Run Rogue
5K, with proceeds going to Life with Cancer www.http://
lifewithcancer.org/ and the National Brain Tumor Society http:/
/www.braintumor.org/.

It’s a fun, family-oriented event where participants may walk
or run a USATF-certified 5K course at 8:30 a.m., or participate in
a 1K kids’ fun run at 8 a.m., before the main event. Cash prizes
will be given to the top three male and female finishers, and the
first-place winners will also receive coupons for a free pair of
Brooks shoes. There’ll also be age-group awards and over-40 cash
prizes. Sign up at http://www.runrogue5k.com/Run_Rogue_5K/
Race_Info.html.

Seeking Friends of Trees
Trish Strat, the Sully District Tree Commissioner, is seeking

candidates for the Fairfax County “Friends of Trees” award. In-
formation and the nomination form are at

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/environmental/
2011_friends_of_trees_award_nomination_form.pdf.

Roundups

Centre View Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or centreview@connectionnewspapers.com
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

25%
OFF
25%
OFF
25%
OFF

50% Off
Crepe Myrtle & Select Shade Trees

Pansies 97¢
Reg. $1.89

Japanese Maples 30% Off
~ Over 200 Varieties ~

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only
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Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Trees &
Shrubs
2011 Stock Only
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Pottery

Washington Area’s
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Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

Burke
6915 Courageous Cir............$599,950.....Sun 1-4........Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808
7300 Compass Ct .................$415,000......Sat 1-4 ....................Aaron Roth.....................ERA..703-494-3000
9500 Waterline Dr.................$569,950.....Sun 1-4........Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

Centreville
13937 Malcolm Jameson Way..$535,000 ..Sat 1:30-4........Ann Richardson................Golston..703-880-3143
15466 Meherrin  Dr ..............$554,900.....Sun 1-4....................Pat Bogenn .....Long & Foster..703-961-7104
5221 Woodleaf  Ct................$549,900.....Sun 1-4................Dennis Hogge...............RE/MAX..703-830-2233

Clifton
6701 Rock Fall Ct..................$749,000.....Sun 1-4...................Debbie Kent......Cottage Street..703-740-7654

Fairfax
10212 Stratford Ave..............$419,900.....Sun 1-4..................Jay Andrews................. Fairfax..703-766-2710
9712 Saint Andrews Dr.........$500,000.....Sun 1-4.....................Zarif Sahin ..... Long & Foster..703-430-1000
8880 Olive Mae Cir ...............$849,900.....Sun 1-4...................Debbie Tritle..............Weichert..703-821-8300
9032 Lee Hwy.......................$724,900.....Sun 1-4.................Diane Quigley...................Jobin..703-830-6973
13129 Willoughby Point Dr .. $494,500.....Sun 1-4.......................Faye Fava.....Samson Props..703-608-7897

Fairfax Station
11125 Henderson Rd............$865,000.....Sun 2-4........................Pat Fales...............RE/MAX..703-503-4365
11808 Winterway Ln.............$824,900.....Sun 1-4.........Cristina Dougherty ..... Long & Foster..703-969-0471
6917 Winners Cir..................$789,000.....Sun 1-4.......Carol Hermandorfer ..... Long & Foster..703-503-1812
8607 Larkhaven Terr.............$759,900..Sat/Sun 1-4..Mary Beth Eisenhard ..... Long & Foster..571-723-7653

Great Falls
1103 Challedon Rd...............$759,000.....Sun 2-5 ................... Eve Shapiro ....Keller Williams..703-517-7511

Kingstowne/Alexandria
5704 Brookview Ct ............... $339,950.....Sun 1-4....Tom & Cindy & Assoc ..... Long & Foster..703-822-0207
6026 Mayfair Ln ................... $569,000.....Sun 1-4..........Bridget McGovern ..... Long & Foster..210-833-6156
6282 Wills St........................$387,000.....Sun 1-4....................Bob Dooley.....Samson Props..703-581-5758
5613 Marble Arch Way N......$439,000.....Sun 1-4...............Daphne Melillo..............Weichert. 703-360-7400
6192 Windham Hill Run........$524,950.....Sun 1-4....Tom & Cindy & Assoc ..... Long & Foster..703-822-0207
6904 Ellingham Cir. #E..........$320,000.....Sun 1-4.................Brian Murphy...Coldwell Banker..703-731-5799
7460 Gillingham Row...........$484,000.....Sun 1-4....Tom & Cindy & Assoc ..... Long & Foster..703-822-0207
7629 Hayfield Rd..................$479,950.....Sun 1-4....Tom & Cindy & Assoc ..... Long & Foster..703-822-0207
7708 Haynes Point Way #9L..$298,765....Sun 1-3.....................Linda Haer...Coldwell Banker..703-340-2936

Lorton
8240 Native Violet Dr............$790,000.....Sun 2-4 .................. James Nellis...............RE/MAX..703-503-4375
8509 Silverview Dr ............... $715,000.....Sun 1-4 ..................Kathy Peters ..... Long & Foster..703-915-2165

Manassas
10190 Chinkapin Dr..............$569,995.....Sun 1-4...............Diane Lenahan.............Wolf Run..703-283-7328

Springfield
6430 Melia St ....................... $609,900.....Sun 1-4.............Sheryl Lambson .....Long & Foster..703-518-8768
6103 Roxbury Ave................$559,900.....Sun 1-4.....................Julia Avent...............RE/MAX..703-525-4993
6401 Wainfleet Ct .................$467,700.....Sun 1-4 ..............Karen McGavin ....Keller Williams..703-562-1800
7588 Woodstown Dr.............$474,900.....Sun 1-4..................Jeff Osborne...........Century 21..703-822-2436
7714 Hickory Glen Way........$369,900.....Sun 1-4..........Sean McDonough .....Long & Foster..703-819-5330
7960 Pebble Brook Ct...........$355,000.....Sun 2-5...............Lisa Schlichtig..............Weichert..609-495-5923
8008 West Point Dr ..............$489,900.....Sun 1-4 ....................Cindy Ikard ..... Long & Foster..703-994-0768
8301 Covington Woods Ct....$819,900....Sat 11-3.................Charter Wells ....Keller Williams..703-475-4704
8305 Covington Woods Ct....$819,900.....Sun 1-4...............Patrick Kessler ....Keller Williams..703-405-6540
8432 Ambrose Ct..................$679,000.....Sun 2-4........................Pat Fales...............RE/MAX..703-503-4365

Vienna
2534 Babcock Rd ................. $939,900.....Sun 1-4...................Dan Mleziva...............RE/MAX..703-380-9915

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY & SUNDAY,

MARCH 10 & 11

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw  it in this
Connection Newspaper For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

wwwConnectionNewspaperscom and click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call

Karen Washburn at 703-778-9422
or E-Mail the info to

kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

13129 Willoughby Point Drive, Fairfax • $494,500 • Open Sunday
1-4 p.m. • Faye Fava, Samson Properties, 703-608-7897

Swan I: Fairfax
9416 Main St.

Fairfax, VA 22031
Pickett Shopping Center

703-425-7847/703-425-9400

Swan II: Chantilly
13655 Lee Jackson Hwy

Chantilly, VA 22021
703-803-8877

Swan Ballet
Dance Schools
Ballet • Pointe • Jazz

Tap • Lyrical
Modern • Hip Hop

Kinderdance & Baby
Swans (Ages 2-4)

Beginner to Advance Classes for
Children, Preteens, Teens & Adults

 SPRING REGISTRATION
Since 1980

Registration Ongoing
Call Today

703-425-9400

ZUMBA
for all ages!

swanballetdance.com

50% OFF
New Spring Registrations

News

Steve
Okrend
(left) and
Daria
Parnes
stand in
the newly
relocated
children’s
area of the
Chantilly
Regional
Library.

From Page 3

Chantilly Library: The Renewal Project
brary. The information desk was

moved to the center.
“It didn’t catch people’s eye be-

fore, so they just walked past it,”
said Steve Okrend, the library’s
youth services manager. “Having
it in the center has worked out
well; now customers can stop
there for questions or reference
and then branch out. It’s also
easier for staff to access all points
of the library from there.”

❖ Phase two (done in Decem-
ber 2011) included fabricating a
new circulation desk, relocating it
to the opposite side of the library,
in front of the book return, and
showcasing the area behind the
old desk for new materials.

“Jane Frazier, now retired, with
the county’s Facilities Manage-
ment Department, and [FMD’S]
Christine Wilhelm, integrated the
project pieces together and made
it all happen, along with others
[from FMD],” said Parnes. “We
also worked with the county’s De-
partment of Information Technol-
ogy to move data lines.”

Relocating the information and
circulation desks was also done to
make the library more customer-
friendly. The changes gave it a
more positive and welcoming at-
mosphere. But if not for the
Friends, said Parnes, none of them
would have been possible.

“They’re members of our local
community who work tirelessly to
improve and enhance the library
facilities, inside and out,” she said.
“They also increase the materials
collection and contribute to the
library’s year-’round children’s
programs.”

On a regular basis, 16-20 people
a week volunteer at that library.

In 2011, they logged more than
2,500 hours. And the money con-
tributed by the Friends comes from
the twice-yearly book sales they
run.

“We could not be the nice-look-
ing branch we are today without
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the Friends’ help,” said Parnes. “By
supporting us, they support the
community. Their generosity of
time and spirit has made the
Chantilly Regional Library a won-
derful place for our community
and customers of all ages.”




